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Services Diviaion

Committee on China

Committee Minutes - 1612% Meeting - 11 February 1953

b/s Representatives:  Wessrs. [ 25X A9

Guests:
25X1A9a

The Coummittee discuesed the following:

i. The Communist Chinese Ministry of Railroads has announced that
1t vill produce one million steel-reinforced concrete ties in 1958 for
use in railroad construction.

Comment: The large-scale introduction of reinforced concrete tles
during 1953 would help the lumber shortage currently plaguing the
Chinese. In 1957 more than 10 million ties were used in all types of
railroad construction--taking more than 10 percent of the national pro-~
duction of lumber. Figuring 1,800 ties to a kilometer of railrocad
construction, one million tles will suffice for more than 550 km of
track and will save sbout 165 2000 cubic meters of lumber. A statement
by the Chinese, "There are still some operational questions preventing
the introduction of reinforced concrete tles on the new railroad lines”,
indicates that experimentation is continuing on such ties. Meantime,
they will probably not be used on ¢ther than spur, branch, and station
lines. Poor Soviet performmnce in 1956 ard 1957 in the production of
such tles suggests that the Chinese too wlll have difficulty in producing
the planned one million reinforced concrete ties in 1958, their first
year of production. CUNPIRENENGS

25X1A% B CST, x 4597.

2. A Soviet power expert, A. Merkin, has posed some grandiose
ideas on international rall and power networks to RCHA. A super-gauge
railvay running from Communist China in the east to the USSR and Europe
in the west and a further link across the Berlng Stralt to the North
American continent was mentioned. An integrated power network for Eurcpe
and Asls was also suggested.
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25X1A%9a

25X1X7 3.
of port fhcﬂ;ties paxti

discussed Commmist China' developmen
cularly at Fort Bayard. ° ¢

Rote: "Perspectivcormm,"a'mm supplement in the Atlanti
Monthly, Vol. 201, Ko. 2, Pebruary 1958, is worthy of pmm:l.

Agendas 18 Pebruary - (a) Discussion of the ERA fiscel 1959
research program,

(b) Current items.
Room 1006 M at 1400.

25X1A%9a

B/S/mr IR, cv/2749 (12 Feb 58)
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